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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

The end of May has arrived and with it the conclusion 

of our school year is drawing near.  There have been 

many challenges that confronted us this year and I be-

lieve that we, as a school community, have overcome 

pandemic – related obstacles through open communica-

tion, collaboration, and cooperation.  Certainly, we 

have been required to implement new practices, reflect 

on their effectiveness, and then adapt, as necessary.  

Yes, there were many changes but I believe that it is 

also important for us to recognize what has not 

changed.  Primarily the dedication towards the educa-

tion of our children in a physically and emotionally safe 

environment.  Whether through in – person instruction, 

Google Meets, or live-streaming, the focus that our 

teachers, support staff, parents/ guardians, and students 

have shown has truly been commendable.  I as well as 

our school’s staff appreciate all of the support that has 

been provided by our student’s parents / guardians as 

we have met challenges directly, swiftly, and success-

fully.  As we keep moving forward into what I am con-

fident will be a post – pandemic era, it is time for us to 

recognize that late May is here with its singing birds, 

lawnmowers, and the warm sun.  All of these signs 

have alerted me to the fact that the school year is in-

deed beginning to close.  Certainly, there is still much 

to do but May will fade into June where we will see the 

departure of the school buses on the final day.  The end 

of any school year can be an anxious time for children 

and it is important for us to remember that we need to 

provide assistance and support through the final day of 

school.  A strong finish to this school year can help to 

get your child off to a great start in September.  Addi-

tionally, specific Summer activities can also prove ben-

eficial towards this goal.  Maintaining a standard sched-

ule and encouraging your child to participate in activi-

ties that reinforce learned academic skills can assist 

your child in their transition into the next grade level.  

In this edition of the Janvier Journal you will find mul-

tiple articles that communicate learning activity ideas 

for the Summer months. Additionally, information re-

garding access to programs that will provide your child 

with the opportunity to practice reading is also in this 

edition.  Certainly, learning should never take a 

vacation. While this year has been characterized 

by challenge and change, it has still been a pro-

ductive one and I have enjoyed watching the chil-

dren grow academically and socially.  I wish you 

all an enjoyable Summer!  To those of you who 

will become Main Road parents in September, 

thank you for being a part of the Mary F. Janvier 

Elementary School community. I anticipate hear-

ing about your child’s many future achievements.  

To those of you that I will again see in Septem-

ber, the 2021 – 2022 school year will be a great 

one and I am excited that you will be a part of it! 
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It’s time for some great summer 
reads!  Reading with your child over the 
summer is essential in order to continue 
building fluency, and keep them on track for 
the next school year.  The Franklin Town-
ship Public Library (www.ftlnj.org) and the 
Gloucester County Library System 
www.gcls.org) offer many free summer 
reading programs that you can take ad-
vantage of.  Plan a special time each day to 
read, and visit the library often.  Make read-
ing fun by setting a goal, and tracking your 
child’s progress throughout the sum-
mer.  Goals should be based on the number 
of minutes read, and not the number of 
books.  When you reach that goal together, 
plan a special meal, activity or other reward 
for your child's accomplishment.  The Mary 

Summer Reading Information 

F. Janvier Library has a paid subscription 
to Tumblebooks available 
at www.tumblebooks.com.  Tumblebooks 
offers a collection of over 300 animated 
online storybooks and activities.  Our 
username is "janvier" and the password is 
"books".  The link is also available on Mrs. 
Monaghan’s  website.  Whether you are at 
the beach, in the car, or home on a rainy 
day there is nothing more important than 
reading to guarantee your child’s suc-
cess!  Happy Summer Reading! 

 

What a year it has been in Virtual Music 
Class!  We started our year learning 
about Patriotic Songs and instruments of 
the orchestra.  We then moved on to the 
Elements of Music.  In January and Feb-
ruary, we learned about Jazz music and 
musicians such as Ella Fitzgerald, Louis 
Armstrong, and Duke Ellington.  We 
learned how music can come alive 
through books in honor of Dr. 
Seuss!  This spring, we have learned 
some new folk songs and how to sing 
nursery rhymes.  I thank you all for your 
support this year.  I am so proud of our 
Janvier Jackrabbits!    

What’s Happening In Music Class 

Notes From The School Counselor 

With a year full of changes, 
the Character Education and School 
Spirit Committees wanted one thing 
to remain the same.... our End of Year 
A-Z Celebration Calendar!! We are so 
excited to see our students having 
some fun during our themed spirit 
days at school!  It is also great to see 
our virtual students participate on our 
school Flipgrid. “Bubble Day” and 
“Chalk Day” were both a huge hit, 
and students seemed to really appreci-
ate and enjoy the extra time outside. 

Please continue to encourage your 
children to participate for in-person 
learning as well as on Flipgrid! If 
you have any questions about our A
-Z Celebration Calendar, please 
reach out to your child's homeroom 
teacher!   

 

http://www.ftlnj.org/
http://www.gcls.org/
http://www.tumblebooks.com/
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Wow, I can’t believe we are at the 
end of the school year! Although it 

was challenging for everyone in-
volved, we managed to stay open 
with in person instruction, and not 

many school districts can say that!   
What started as a challenge be-
came a mission.  I really and genu-

inely mean this when I say “thank 
you” to all the parents, grandpar-
ents, family, and friends in the dis-

trict who partnered with us.  I 
spoke to so many of you this year 
about Covid compatible symp-

toms, quarantine timeframes, color 
zones for the State etc.  I am sure 

when your phone was ringing and 
the school number came up, you 

were thinking,” what does she want 
now?”  So thank you for taking my 
never ending calls, answering the 

symptoms question and being so 
flexible in working with us.  This 
was never possible without your 

support and genuine concern for the 
health and safety of all the students 
and staff.  As we head into summer, 

I am hoping for one that is mask-
less and looks so much like normal.  
I never realized how much I love 

normal everyday life.  Enjoy your 
summer!  

Notes From The Nurse 

Art Class Activities 

Wow, what a year this has been! With 

the help from our Franklin families, 

the Janvier Jackrabbits have been 

working hard to learn and practice 

using the Elements of Art in their cre-

ations. Some of our favorite projects 

were the "Silly Line Families", the 

"Winter Shape Collages," "Hot Dogs 

and Cool Cats," "Recycle Story Sculp-

tures" and this week's "Food Forms!" 

Special shout out to our second grade 

artists who have put in extra time to 

learn all about the tricky Element of 

*SPACE*. Ms. Taub has been so im-

pressed with some of the artwork that 

students have been making while learn-

ing at home. Their artistic growth could 

not have happened without the support 

of their families and caretakers! Thank 

you so much for spending time making 

art with your children, it means the 

world to Ms. Taub knowing that they 

have been learning and growing into 

such fabulous artists. Keep an eye out 

for more creative summer activities in 

the June Assignment (which will not be 

graded, but merely for fun.) Have a 

relaxing break, you have truly earned 

it! 

Our students are continuing to do 
an amazing job staying fit and 
healthy in Physical Education 
class!  Our focus this month has 
been participating in exercises that 
make us feel energized and strong 
with activities such as yoga, HIIT, 
and other various workouts.  Please 
remember to keep checking Google 
classroom and completing assign-
ments at home!  Keep up the good 
work boys and girls! 
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Although we are nearing the end 
of the school year, we are still 
learning so much in Kindergarten! 
In math, we are learning to count 
to 100 by 10s and 1s, and in phon-
ics we just finished learning about 
our last two letters X and Z. We 
have also been having lots of fun 
participating in our A-Z celebra-
tion. Some of our favorite days so 
far have been “Bubble Day” and 
“Disney Day.” We cannot wait to 
finish our celebration of Kinder-

garten, it has been a fantastic year! 

10 Fun Summer Learning Ideas for 1st Grade 

What’s Happening in 2nd Grade 

Summer break is quickly approaching 
but that doesn’t mean the learning has 
to stop.  There are lots of fun and ex-
periential learning opportunities that 
can occur throughout the summer 
from home or around our communi-
ty.  Many of these activities incorpo-
rate valuable reading and math prac-
tice and do not require much plan-
ning.   Check out some fun learning 
ideas below to have your child ready 
for 2nd grade! 

1. Visit your local library, it’s 
free and close by.  Many libraries 
have Summer Reading programs 
with incentives for reading. 
2. Practice writing by writing 
letters to relatives or friends far 

away or writing in a journal 
about a trip you went on. 
3. Practice your High Frequen-
cy words by painting with water 
or writing them with 
chalk.  Shaving cream is also a 
fun tactile way to get those 
words memorized. 
4. Cooking incorporates both 
reading and math skills.  Find a 
fun recipe to cook with your 
child allowing them to measure 
ingredients and find words they 
know in the recipe. 
5. Board games, puzzles, and 
cards are a great way to practice 
skills like counting on, subitizing 
(reading numbers by sight) and 

spatial relationships.  
6. Get outside and take a nature 
walk.  Have your child find items in 
nature that begin or end with a certain 
sound.  Have them count how many 
objects they find along the way. 
7. On a rainy day, make a fort and 
read to a stuffed buddy. 
8. Make shadow puppets and prac-
tice retelling a favorite story. 
9. Get creative with Legos and have 
your child make a story then record it 
like a movie. 
10.  Stay calm and practice your 
mindfulness with some kid friendly 
yoga and music.  Check out Cosmic 
Yoga on YouTube.  

Second Grade has been putting in 
a lot of time and effort towards 
creating a very informative writ-
ing piece! Not only are we be-
coming amazing authors, but il-
lustrating is something we are 
getting better at too! We are just 
wrapping up our writing about 
animals. We learned that: before 
teaching others facts about a cer-
tain topic, researching is a major 
step in the writing process in or-
der to supply our readers with 
real facts focused on our animals. 

We had so much fun watching vid-
eos about our animals and using 
Google (safely), to further re-
search specific information. Ask 
your child to tell you something  
about the animal he/she chose, it's 
habitat, diet, appearance, and your 
child can even tell you other inter-
esting facts about the animal. We 
are looking forward to beginning 
our next adventure with Opinion 
Writing. Have fun learning!  

.   


